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HITECH Compliance 
HITECH Compliance: Strengthening HIPAA Protections 

 

 

 

HITECH stands for the Health Information Technology for Economic and Clinical Health Act. 

It was enacted in 2009 as part of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) to 

promote the adoption and meaningful use of electronic health records (EHRs).   

While HITECH didn't introduce entirely new regulations, it significantly strengthened the 

HIPAA regulations by: 

• Increasing Penalties: HITECH imposed stricter penalties for HIPAA violations, making 

non-compliance more costly.    

• Expanding HIPAA Coverage: It broadened the definition of covered entities and 

business associates, bringing more organizations under HIPAA's umbrella.   

• Mandating Breach Notification: HITECH required covered entities and business 

associates to notify affected individuals and the Department of Health and Human 

Services (HHS) in case of a data breach.   

• Strengthening Security and Privacy Rules: HITECH emphasized the importance of 

data security and privacy by imposing additional requirements on covered entities 

and business associates.   

 

Key Components of HITECH Compliance 

http://www.immuniweb.com/resources
https://www.hhs.gov/hipaa/for-professionals/special-topics/hitech-act-enforcement-interim-final-rule/index.html
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&opi=89978449&url=https://www.fcc.gov/general/american-recovery-and-reinvestment-act-2009
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• Meaningful Use: This program incentivized healthcare providers to adopt EHRs and 

use them to improve patient care.    

• Business Associate Compliance: HITECH placed stricter requirements on business 

associates, ensuring they handle PHI securely.   

• Breach Notification: Covered entities and business associates must have procedures 

in place to promptly notify affected individuals and HHS of data breaches.   

• Security Risk Assessments: Regular assessments are required to identify and mitigate 

potential risks to ePHI.   

 

Challenges of HITECH Compliance 

• Staying Updated: The healthcare industry is constantly evolving, making it 

challenging to keep up with new regulations and technologies.    

• Balancing Costs and Benefits: Implementing new technologies and security measures 

can be expensive. 

• Preventing Data Breaches: Despite efforts, data breaches continue to occur, posing a 

significant risk. 

 

In essence, HITECH built upon the foundation of HIPAA, making it more stringent and 

comprehensive. Compliance with both HIPAA and HITECH is crucial for healthcare 

organizations to protect patient information and avoid hefty penalties.   

 

Learn more about HITECH Compliance. 

 

 

http://www.immuniweb.com/resources
https://www.immuniweb.com/compliance/hipaa-compliance-hitech-privacy-security/
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What’s Next? 

✓ Learn more about ImmuniWeb Compliance Services. 

✓ Read ImmuniWeb Cyber Law and Cybercrime Investigation Blog. 

✓ Join ImmuniWeb at the upcoming Webinars and Events. 

✓ Follow ImmuniWeb on LinkedIn, X (Twitter), and Telegram. 

✓ Subscribe to ImmuniWeb Newsletter. 

✓ Try ImmuniWeb Community Edition Free Security Tests. 

✓ See the benefits of ImmuniWeb Partner Program. 

 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
 

 

The award-winning ImmuniWeb® AI Platform helps over 1,000 customers from over 50 countries to test, 

secure and protect their web and mobile applications, cloud and network infrastructure, to prevent 

supply chain attacks and data breaches, and to comply with regulatory requirements. 
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https://www.immuniweb.com/use-cases/dark-web-monitoring/
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https://www.immuniweb.com/use-cases/red-teaming-exercise/
https://www.immuniweb.com/compliance/
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One Platform. All Needs. 

www.immuniweb.com 
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